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Sources of Law
The Greek Code of Criminal Procedure (GCCP) is the basic statute governing the procedure 
carried out before Criminal Courts. Numerous provisions of the Greek Constitution -which 
include directly applicable procedural law- as well as provisions of the European Conven-
tion of Human Rights and its Protocols and those of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights complement the GCCP provisions. The aforementioned international 
statutes have an eminent position within the Greek legal system since pursuant to Art. 28(1) 
of the Constitution prevailing over any conflicting provisions of national law after their en-
actment. As a member of the European Union Greece has ratified the EU-Treaties as well as 
Charter on Fundamental Rights. 

How are the criminal courts in Greece structured?
Criminal Courts are organized following the triple division of offences in petty offences, 
misdeameanours and serious crimes (felonies) to: a) Petty Offences Courts, b) Misdemean-
our Courts (One-Member or Three-Member First Instance Court) and c) courts that handle 
serious crimes, which may be either Mixed Criminal Courts (composed of judges and ju-
rors) or Multi-member Courts of Appeal (One-Member or Three-Member Courts, hearing 
the case in first instance and composed of judges strictly). Mixed Criminal Courts hear seri-
ous crimes such as homicides, rape, sexual abuse of children etc. while Courts of Appeal 
for Serious Crimes hear serious felony charges relating to corruption, misappropriation of 
property, fraud, organised crime, etc.

Areios Pagos is the highest jurisdiction that hears appeals by way of cassation against judg-
ments of all criminal courts while there are Courts of Appeal hearing appeals against deci-
sions of lower jurisdiction (e.g. Three-Member Misdemeanour Courts hear appeals against 
judgments of One-Member Misdemeanour Courts, Five-Member Courts of Appeal hear ap-
peals against decisions of Three-Member Courts of Appeal etc.). 

How are criminal proceedings initiated?
Criminal proceedings are initiated by the Public Prosecutor of the First Instance Court. The 
Public Prosecutor opens criminal proceedings after receiving a notitia criminis, i.e., infor-
mation that a criminal offence has been committed. The primary source of information is 
usually the person filing a criminal complaint stating the facts which constitute a criminal 
offence and the alleged perpetrators. The Prosecutor may also start criminal proceedings ex 
officio for any criminal offence of which he is informed by any other means e.g., other public 
authorities, the press etc. 
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For certain offences such as those committed within families or offences which lack a strong 
public interest (e.g. non serious bodily harm, defamation etc.), filing a criminal complaint by 
the victim is a legal condition in order to initiate criminal proceedings. 

What are the stages of criminal process?
The criminal process comprises two basic stages: 1) Pre-trial proceedings (preliminary inquiry, 
main investigation of offences, process of indictment), which are non-public and non-adver-
sarial, and 2) trial proceedings, which are public, oral and moderately adversarial. Pre-trial 
stages are shorter in misdemeanour cases as opposed to felony charges (see below at 5 and 6). 

The pre-trial stage in misdemeanour cases
After receiving a notitia criminis the Public Prosecutor orders, as a rule, a preliminary inquiry 
(in practice carried out by the competent Investigating Magistrates) aimed at collecting the 
evidence which would justify prosecution. 

After conclusion of the preliminary inquiry, the Public Prosecutor decides to prosecute fil-
ing charges or to dismiss the case on the grounds that there is no evidence indicating that a 
criminal offence has been committed or on legal grounds. The decision to dismiss the case 
must be confirmed by the competent Prosecutor of the Court of Appeal. If the latter disa-
grees, he can instruct the Prosecutor with the First Instance Court to start prosecution. The 
criminal complainant has the right to appeal against the dismissal decision before the Pros-
ecutor of the Court of Appeal, who can confirm dismissal of the case or order prosecution.

In case the Public Prosecutor decides to start prosecution for a misdemeanour offence (or is 
instructed to do so) he refers the case to trial before the Misdemeanour Court issuing a Writ 
of Summons. This document is served on the defendant comprising the accusation, the 
trial date, the Court the defendant has to appear before, the witnesses to be examined at 
the court hearing and the evidence to be introduced by the Public Prosecutor, etc. Foreign 
defendants receive also a translation of the summons in a language they understand. 

In case the defendant is summoned before the Three-Member Misdemeanour Court, he 
has the right to appeal against this indictment by lodging an appeal before the Public Pros-
ecutor of the Court of Appeal on factual or legal grounds. 

The pre-trial stage in serious crimes
A preliminary inquiry is also conducted in cases of serious crimes. The Prosecutor, how-
ever, may not refer directly a felony case for trial after the closing of the preliminary inquiry 
but has to order a main investigation. The investigation is carried out by the Investigating 
Judge and aims at collecting all evidence, which is considered necessary for the Judicial 
Council to decide if a person has to stand trial.

The Investigating Judge has to carry out the inquiry in rem and to involve all participants to 
the offence. Hence, he is entitled to examine witnesses, inspect places, order expert opin-
ions, pre-trial detention etc. The ordinary investigation is not completed without prior no-
tification of the defendant. 

After conclusion of the main investigation, the case file is forwarded to the Public Prosecu-
tor. The latter submits a written and reasoned recommendation with the Judicial Council 
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recommending the referral of the case to trial or the acquittal of the defendant(s). After 
having heard the Prosecutor, the Judicial Council issues a decision, which may follow or 
disagree with the Prosecutor’s recommendation. The Judicial Council may order the parties 
to appear before it in order to argue their case.

In cases of specific serious crimes against the state property (Act 1608/50) the referral of 
the case to trial or the acquittal of the defendants lies within the competence of the Judi-
cial Council of the Court of Appeal. This is also the procedure (referral to trial by a Judicial 
Council of the Court of Appeal) for corruption offences related to public officials or cases of 
major public interest in accordance with Law 4022/2011.

In principle referral to trial in serious offences (felonies) is done by a decision of the Judicial 
Council of the First Instance Court or the Court of Appeal as set out above. There are though 
certain categories of crimes such as tax offences, robbery, drug trafficking etc., which are 
referred directly to trial by thePublic Prosecutor with the Court of Appeal.  The Prosecutor 
with the First Instance Court is responsible for processing the case until the conclusion of 
the main investigation and then forwards the case file to the Public Prosecutor with the 
Court of Appeal. After conclusion of the investigation and forwarding of the case-file to the 
Prosecutor with the Court of Appeal who then decides on referral to trial. If the Prosecu-
tor decides to refer the case to trial, he issues a Writ of Summons after receiving written 
consent by a Judge with the Court of Appeal. There is no legal remedy against the Writ of 
Summons of the Prosecutor with the Court of Appeal.. 

Trial Proceedings

General Principles in trial proceedings
As already mentioned, the inquiry in court is public, oral and moderately adversarial. Ac-
cording to Art. 93 of the Constitution and Art. 329 GCCP all trials on pain of nullity are held in 
public and all court decisions are pronounced in public. The public character of the trial can 
be hindered only in order to protect public morals or the personal or family life of the parties. 

The trial in court must be oral and the Court’s decision shall rely on the evidence which is 
heard during the trial. Witnesses are examined by the Court and the parties, all relevant doc-
uments are read out and the Public Prosecutor as well as counsel address the Court orally. 

The inquiry in court is of moderately adversarial character (see below at 7.2 and 7.3). 

The Attendance of the Parties
The defendant, who is duly summoned, is under a duty to appear personally before the 
Court. However, he has the right to appoint defence counsel (no more than three) in order 
to represent him at trial. 

In case of serious crimes, legal assistance is mandatory and the presiding judge officially as-
signs up to two members of the Bar to defend the accused who has not appointed counsel 
of his choice. The defendant may also request legal assistance before the court hearing (Art. 
340 GCCP). 

If the defendant’s presence is considered necessary, the Court has the power to order him 
to appear in person. 
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The defendant, who fails to appear in Court though duly summoned, is tried in absentia. 

The civil claimant is not under an obligation to appear in person and can choose to be repre-
sented by counsel; however, the Court may order him to appear in his capacity as a witness.

The Course of the Trial
The court hearing starts with the announcement of the defendant’s name who is also in-
formed by the President of the Court of his rights. At this stage the defendant may submit 
any objections to the trial proceedings on procedural grounds. 

The following step is the examination of witnesses and experts who are questioned by the 
Court, the Prosecutor and the parties. All evidence is read out in court so that the Court and 
the parties are fully informed. After the examination of the evidence it is the time for the 
defendant’s statement. He is called to answer the charges orally and shall not be interrupted. 
The defendant has the right to remain silent; however, as a matter of practice most defend-
ants avoid making use of this right for tactical reasons. Only the President, the Court members 
and the Public Prosecutor are entitled to put questions to the defendant after his submission. 

The defendant has the right to communicate with his counsel during the hearing but is not 
allowed to consult him before answering a question (Art. 366 GCCP). 

The following step is the closing arguments of the Public Prosecutor and those of the coun-
sel for the civil claimant and the defendant. The defendant and his counsel have always the 
right to speak the last word. 

The Court retires to deliberate on the issue of guilt and returns its verdict in public. If the 
defendant is found guilty, the Public Prosecutor recommends the sentence to be imposed 
and the Court hears the defendant’s and his counsel’s submissions on this issue. The Court 
retires again to deliberate and pronounces in public its decision on the sentence.

Rules of Evidence
The presumption of innocence (Art. 6(2) ECHR) is a fundamental principle. In the Greek 
system, the burden of proof lies with the prosecution and the defendant is not under an 
obligation to disclose his evidence before trial. On the contrary, the Public Prosecutor must 
serve on the defendant a catalogue of the witnesses and documents to be examined in trial 
(Art. 326 GCCP). 

Moreover, the defendant benefits from any doubts regarding his guilt (in dubio pro reo). 

The standard of proof for delivering a verdict is proof before reasonable doubt and the deci-
sion does not need to be unanimous. 

Regarding the means of proof, every lawfully acquired evidence is in principle admissible 
and can be adduced before Court (Arts. 177, 178). Investigating authorities and courts as 
well have a duty to search for the factual truth (Arts. 177, 351, 357) being entitled to initiate 
any investigating act with respect to any evidence considered necessary to reveal the truth.

Procedural law does not entail rules concerning the probative value of the various means of 
proof and all lawfully acquired evidence is in principle subject to the court’s free evaluation. 

Art. 178 GCCP mentions the most common means of proof: indices, inspection of persons, 
places and objects, expert’s reports, confessions, statements of witnesses and documents. 
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Though the defendant’s confession is considered to be strong evidence of his guilt, it is 
subjected, like all other evidence, to the court’s judgment.  

What is the legal position of the Public Prosecutor?
The Public Prosecutor is not a ‘judge’ stricto sensu but a Judicial Official executing the right 
to prosecute in the name of the State. His role is significant throughout the criminal pro-
ceedings, since no court decision including those of the Judicial Council is valid without pri-
or hearing of the Public Prosecutor. Although he represents the State, the Public prosecutor 
is not under an obligation to support the charges in all circumstances and plead against the 
defendant. Though he is not technically a party to the proceedings, his procedural rights 
are balanced against those of the defendant and of the civil party. 

What is the legal position of the defendant?
The Greek Code of Criminal Procedure (combined with the provisions of the Greek Consti-
tution and the European Convention of Human Rights and its Protocols as well as the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which prevail under domestic law) provides 
a well developed system of defendant’s rights at the pre-trial as well as at the trial stage 
including the right to be informed of the charges in a language he understands against 
him and of his rights before being called to answer the charges, the right to receive copies 
of the case file and ask for adequate time for preparation of his defence, the right to remain 
silent or to submit a written defence statement, the right to appoint defence counsel from 
the very beginning of the police or judicial investigation,  the right to be present at most 
acts of the investigation (not including the examination of witnesses), the right to legal aid, 
the right to request the examination of witnesses, etc.

At the trial stage the defendant has some further rights including the right to ask the Public 
Prosecutor to call witnesses he wishes, the right to examine witnesses and experts and to com-
ment on all evidence submitted in the course of the trial, the right to defend himself in person 
or through his counsel, to have the last word, the right to appeal against a conviction etc. 

What is the legal position of the civil party?
Under the Greek Code of Criminal Procedure a person can participate as a civil party if he has 
suffered material or moral damage resulting directly from the alleged criminal offence, e.g. 
the defamated person, the victim of the bodily harm, etc. The civil claimant is considered as 
an important party of the proceedings since he is vested with a wide range of rights, i.e., the 
right to counsel, the right to receive copies of the case file, to present evidence, to request 
investigating acts, to appoint experts on his behalf, examine witnesses at the trial etc. 

Legal Remedies

What are the ordinary legal remedies against the decisions of judicial councils?
The defendant has the right to appeal against an indicting decision of the Judicial Council if 
he is charged with a serious crime (felony) only on specific procedural or legal grounds (Art. 
478 GCCP) and within ten days after the decision has been served on him. 
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The Public Prosecutor of the Court of Appeal can appeal against all decisions of the Judicial 
Council in favour or against the defendant within one month (Art. 479 GCCP). 

All aforementioned appeals are heard by the Judicial Council of the Court of Appeal. The 
appellate Judicial Council decides in camera as a three-member council after hearing the 
Public Prosecutor, who files a reasoned written recommendation. The Judicial Council with 
the Court of Appeal has the power to quash, amend or confirm the decision. 

Furthermore, the Public Prosecutor of the Misdemeanour Court has the right to appeal by 
way of cassation before Areios Pagos against a decision of the Judicial Council in favour or 
against the defendant in cases of indictment for a serious crime as well as in cases of acquit-
tal or of provisional stay of the proceedings (Art. 483 GCCP). The same right is attributed 
to the Public Prosecutor of the Court of Appeal with respect to the decisions issued by its 
Judicial Council.

The Prosecutor of Areios Pagos has the right to appeal by way of cassation against all deci-
sions (including preliminary ones) of any Judicial Council for an error of law within thirty 
days after issue of the decision (Art. 483 GCCP). After this period of time, he has the right 
to appeal by way of cassation in the interests of law against any decision of any Judicial 
Council for an error of law including the infringement of procedural provisions. The appeal 
by way of cassation in the interests of law does not affect res judicata in the case involved.

The errors of law which can sustain an appeal before Areios Pagos are mentioned exclu-
sively in Art. 484 GCCP including infringement of procedural provisions on pain of nullity; 
erroneous interpretation or application of the relevant substantive criminal provisions; res 
judicata, failure to mention the relevant provisions of criminal law etc. 

Areios Pagos sitting in camera as a three member council of its Criminal Section (Art. 485 
GCCP) decides on the appeal after hearing the Public Prosecutor. 

What are the legal remedies against the decisions of the courts?
The defendant has the right to appeal against convicting decisions of all courts under the 
terms set by Art. 489 GCCP, e.g., decisions of the Three-Member Misdemeanour Court may 
be appealed by the defendant, if he has been convicted to imprisonment exceeding five 
months or to a pecuniary sentence higher than € 3.000,00. 

The Public Prosecutor has also the right to appeal convicting decisions under specific terms 
and time limitations either in favour or against the defendant. 

Acquittal decisions can be appealed against by the defendant only if the basis of the acquit-
tal is remorse or if the decision’s reasoning contains assessments infringing unnecessarily 
his reputation (Art. 486 GCCP). 

The Public Prosecutors of the Misdemeanour Court and of the Court of Appeal have the 
right to appeal against acquittal decisions of the Petty Offences and the Misdemeanour 
Courts in their judicial district. 

Unanimous acquittal decisions of the Mixed Criminal Court or of the Court of Appeal for 
Serious Crimes cannot be appealed against. 
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An appeal by way of cassation before Areios Pagos can be lodged against decisions of the 
first instance courts, which cannot be appealed as well as against decisions of the Appellate 
Court (Art. 504 GCCP).

The defendant has the right to appeal by way of cassation against a conviction within ten 
days after the decision has been registered with the official Registry of the Court (Arts. 505, 
473 GCCP).

The Public Prosecutor of the Misdemeanour Court can appeal by way of cassation against 
convictions by the Court to which he is attached as well as against the aforementioned 
decisions of the One-Member Misdemeanour Courts and the Petty Offences Courts in his 
judicial district. This right is provided for the Public Prosecutor of the Mixed Criminal Court 
with regard to such decisions of said Court to which he is attached. The Public Prosecutor of 
the Court of Appeal can appeal by way of cassation convictions by the Court of Appeal, the 
Mixed Criminal Courts and the Misdemeanour Courts in his judicial district.

The Prosecutor of Areios Pagos can appeal by way of cassation against any decision (in-
cluding preliminary ones) of any Court within thirty days after its pronouncement (Art. 505 
GCCP). After this period of time he can lodge an appeal by way of cassation only in the 
interests of law.

The defendant can appeal by way of cassation against an acquittal decision only if he has 
been acquitted on grounds of remorse after the criminal offence (Art. 506 GCCP).

The Public Prosecutors of the Courts mentioned above have said right against acquittal de-
cisions only for erroneous interpretation or application of the relevant substantive criminal 
provisions (Art. 506 GCCP).

An appeal by way of cassation is also provided for the defendant and the Public Prosecu-
tor against the decision of a Court which declined its competence ratione materiae and 
referred the case to the competent court, if the said decision cannot be challenged before 
an Appellate Court (Art. 504 GCCP).

Areios Pagos considers only errors of law those mentioned exclusively in Art. 510 GCCP: 
infringement of procedural provisions on pain of nullity in the course of the trial; violation 
of the public character of the trial hearing; lack of sufficient reasoning of the Court’s deci-
sion, etc. 

Areios Pagos quashes the appealed decision and depending on the error of law will refer 
the case for a new trial before the competent Court, terminate the proceedings or acquit 
the appellant. 

Statute of Limitations
Criminal prosecution shall not start or continue if the offence in question is time barred. 
Prosecution of serious crimes is barred after 15 to 20 years from the commission of the 
offense, misdemeanours after 5 years and petty offenses after one year (Art. 111-116 of 
Greek Criminal Code). The limitation by time is suspended for five years in cases of seri-
ous crimes, for three years in cases of misdemeanours and for one year in cases of petty 
offences only while the case is pending before a court. 
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Extradition and Judicial Assistance
Greece has ratified numerous multilateral and bilateral Treaties regarding extradition and 
judicial assistance in criminal matters, the most important of which are the European Con-
vention on Extradition of 13.12.1957 (Law 4165/961) and the European Convention on Mu-
tual Legal Assistance in Penal Matters of 20.04.1959 (Legislative Decree 4218/1961). 

Provisions setting out the guidelines for extradition of suspected or convicted persons to 
another nation and mutual assistance in general can also be found in the GCCP (Arts. 436-
461), which are applicable in supplement. 

With Law 3251/2004 Greece implemented the Framework Decision of 2002 on the Euro-
pean Arrest Warrant, which introduced a new process increasing the speed and ease of 
extradition throughout EU. 
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What legislation is currently in force in relation to anticorruption?
 � Law 2656/1998, which ratified the OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign 

Public Officials in International Business Transactions 

 � Law 2802/2000, which ratified the Convention against corruption involving officials of 
the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European Union (OJC 
195/25 June 1997)

 � Law 2803/2000, which ratified the Convention on the protection of the European Com-
munities’ financial interests 

 � Law 3560/2007, which ratified Criminal Law Convention on Corruption and Additional 
Protocol 

 � Law 3666/2008, which ratified UN Convention on Combating Corruption 

 � Greek Criminal Code (GCC), articles 234-237, 237A, 237B, 239

 � Law 4022/2011, referring to trial corruption acts of public officials

 � Law 1608/1950 (for the protection of the State’s property), which does not provide for 
different acts but serves as an aggravating factor (from a sentencing point of view) 
when the State’s financial damage exceeds the limit of 150.000€.

All above-mentioned legislation aims to cover all aspects of corruption in political and eco-
nomic activities and covers both bribery of foreign officials and bribery of domestic public 
officials. 

Law 4022/2011, as amended, introduced the anti-corruption Prosecutor, who is responsible 
for prosecuting corruption offences and co-ordinating relevant investigations.

How is bribery defined under current legal framework? Are both forms of bribery 
(active and passive) punishable?

The basic definition of bribery (passive and active) is given in relevant articles of the Greek 
Criminal Code. These provisions apply to domestic and foreign public officials (by specific 
provision of article 263A of the GCC) and are in accordance with the International Conven-
tions Greece is member to, when there is reference to the domestic legal framework.

Articles 235 (passive bribery) and 236 (active bribery) of the Greek Criminal code provide 
that the punishable act is an act of requesting or receiving, directly or indirectly through 
third persons in favour of oneself or others, benefits of any nature or accepting a promise 
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of such benefits in order to act or omit to act in the future (or an act or omission to act in 
the past), with regard to public duties or contrary to these duties. The individual request-
ing or receiving a gift, promise etc. must be a public official (see below question no 4). The 
perpetrator of active bribery (art. 236 of the Greek Criminal Code) may be any individual or 
legal entity.

Article 237 of the Greek Criminal Code provides specifically for the act of bribing a judge. 
Wording of said legal provision is similar, whereby the punishable act may be requesting 
or receiving gifts or benefits in order to conduct or decide on a case in favour of or against 
someone.

Articles 235, 236 and 237 are the basis framework in relation the act of bribery. There are 
also provisions for active and passive bribery in the private sector (article 237B of the GCC) 
and trading in influence (237A of the GCC).

The provisions on passive bribery (article 235 of the Greek Criminal Code) are not applica-
ble with regard to the OECD Convention, which provides for acts of active bribery.

What type of payments could fall under the scope of anti-corruption legislation? 
(facilitating payments, gifts, travel and entertainment, intermediaries, payments 
from/to third parties)

All payments and expenses must be in accordance to one’s economic activity and duly reg-
istered in the records of a company or person. In case a company or person fails to register 
such payments there may be perceived as fictitious transactions. This would raise issues not 
only from a corruption evaluation point of view but could be also be reviewed in relation to 
money laundering regulations and tax criminal offences provisions.

All kinds of payments or expenses that cannot be justified under the scope of a certain fi-
nancial activity or market rules can be reviewed as suspicious. Some types of payments are 
totally prohibited (e.g. facilitating payments) whilst other types of transactions might not 
raise issues (e.g., gifts of minimal value).

Due to the broad phrasing of the relevant articles of the Greek Criminal Code (“benefits of 
any nature or accepting a promise of such benefits”) each transaction/payment should be ex-
amined individually in order to determine whether it falls into the scope of anti-corruption 
legislation. Payments of intermediaries or third parties are more likely to be deemed suspi-
cious or unjustified. 

What is the definition of a public official? Are there any differences in defining 
foreign public officials and domestic public officials?

The legal provisions for bribery apply to all officials serving to entities that belong to the 
State and municipal entities that supply exclusively or by privilege, water, electricity, en-
ergy, transportation, communication or mass communication. They are also applicable to 
bank officials with bank institutions that have a registered seat in Greece, entities that have 
been established by the State, bodies and organisations of the EU, including members of 
the European Commission, the European Court of Justice and the European Court of Audi-
tors. They are also applicable to entities that receive State subsidies.
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The above legal provisions apply to members of international or transnational organisa-
tions that Greece is a member to as well as individuals that have power to act on behalf of 
such organisations, members of the assemblies of international and transnational organi-
sations that Greece is a member to, members of international Courts and bodies/judges 
of International arbitration, members of foreign parliaments and individuals that exercise 
power or offer public service for a foreign country, including judges, jurors and arbitrators.

What Authority or Agency has jurisdiction in enforcing foreign bribery laws and 
regulations? Are the same Authorities responsible for enforcing laws on domestic 
bribery?

A Prosecutor for combating Corruption has been established in 2011 (Law 4022/2011). The 
position is awarded to a higher ranking Prosecutor with the Court of Appeal and he is re-
sponsible for co-ordinating and initiating investigations in respect to acts of corruption. 
The Prosecutor is supported by special investigating agencies (such as the Financial and 
Economic Crime Unit and the Financial Police). The Prosecutor for combating Corruption 
has extensive powers, may request any information from any authority and has access to 
privileged information (bank accounts, tax records etc.).

If there are indications of money laundering, the Hellenic Financial Intelligence Unit gathers 
evidence for detected suspicious transactions against individuals or companies. The Hel-
lenic FIU refers all evidence to the Prosecutor if they are of the opinion that a criminal case 
should open and may supply information upon request by the Prosecutor for combating 
corruption.

Does criminal liability for acts of corruption lie with individuals? Can corporations 
or legal entities be held criminally liable for acts of corruption?

Criminal liability refers primarily to the individual. This rule has seen some exceptions over 
the past decade,however, as Greece has made necessary adjustments to its legislation to 
comply with the country’s obligations stipulated by all International and European conven-
tions in relation to corruption acts. Liability of legal entities is not criminal in a strict sense 
but there are provisions for sanctions in the form of fines, administrative penalties or other 
measures. All these sanctions are provided for in article 51 of Law 3691/2008.   Sanctions are 
mainly in the form of administrative fines and/or temporary or permanent cease of activi-
ties, prohibition of certain business activities, ban from public procurements etc.

Is private commercial bribery also punishable?
Private commercial bribery is punishable according to article 237B of the GCC. This legal 
provision is applicable to commercial and business activities without any involvement of 
public officials. Commercial bribery consists of benefits or promises to deliver benefits, or 
advantages to individuals working with companies in the private sector for violating the 
rules and obligations of their work.
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What other rules, regulations, provisions may be applicable to cases of corruption?
Depending on the type of transaction that may constitute a bribery, other legal provisions 
may apply, especially, those on money laundering (Law 3691/2008) and tax criminal of-
fences (former Law 2523/1997 and now the provisions of 4173/2013, which is the new Tax 
Code). In such cases, more than one procedure can be initiated against an individual or a 
legal entity. There is also room for separate sanctions against a legal entity in the form of a 
fine (administrative or additional tax), temporary cease of activity etc. 

The basic elements for application of above provisions (money laundering, tax-offences) 
would be a questionable transaction connected to the act of bribery. This money transac-
tion could be perceived also as an act of money laundering of the proceeds of crime, as well 
as a fictitious transaction – from a tax regulation perspective – which would lead the Tax 
Authority to challenge the integrity and order of a legal entity’s registration records. 

Is there a provision for leniency measures in cases of corruption? Can the disclosure 
of violations offer immunity or lesser penalties?

Leniency is not applied under Greek Law as a general rule. In order to facilitate application 
of anti-corruption legislation, article 263B of the Greek Criminal Code provides for a series 
of leniency measures in favour of perpetrators of both passive and active bribery. Applica-
tion of said provision requests from individuals participating in any way to an active bribery 
to report to the authorities the bribed official and disclose substantial information in rela-
tion to the official’s criminal acts. If the above criteria are met (reporting to the authorities 
and disclosure of substantial information on the official’s criminal conduct), these individu-
als are eligible either to suspension of criminal proceedings against him by a decision of the 
Indicting Chamber or to receive a lesser sentence ranging from one to three years, which is 
not serviceable, instead of incarceration of five to 10 years. 

These provisions are relevantly new and there is no benchmark yet as to the interpretation 
of substantial information disclosure or what may be the correct time to come forward and 
report a criminal act to the Authorities.

Are companies under specific obligation to disclose violations of corruption laws 
and/or related acts constituting tax irregularities or other misconduct?

There is no general rule set out by anti-corruption legislation expressly demanding disclo-
sure of violations by a company/legal entity for violations of anti-corruption legislation by 
same. There are, however, specific requirements for disclosure of irregularities related to 
other aspects of a company’s activities, such as the obligation to report suspicious transac-
tions in the context of money-laundering regulations or tax criminal law. It is in this respect 
that a company’s compliance and internal audit control officers are under obligation to 
expose and report irregularities related to financial records or obscure transactions. Follow-
ing an amendment of relevant regulations, auditors and accounting officers have increased 
responsibility for the accuracy of entries in the financial records.
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Prosecution of corruption acts. Who is initiating the proceedings? Can a foreign 
legal entity be prosecuted for bribery?

Prosecution is always initiated and conducted by the Prosecutor’s Office. The Prosecutor 
gives the guidelines to enforcement agencies to conduct investigations, searches, inter-
rogations, interviews etc. and then evaluates the findings of all investigation acts and pro-
cesses the case further. Depending on the nature of the case and stipulated procedure, 
the Prosecutor may forward a case to an Indicting Chamber – proposing with written sub-
missions for or against indictment – or refer an individual directly to trial. Depending on 
the seriousness or complication of the case, more than one Prosecutor may get involved 
in prosecution proceedings jointly under instructions by the anti-corruption Prosecutor. 
The Prosecutor may initiate prosecution following a written complaint, or information from 
other sources (e.g., regulatory authorities, enforcement agencies etc.).

Criminal prosecution aims at individuals. It is in this respect that foreign companies cannot 
be prosecuted for the acts of foreign bribery. The Prosecutor may, however, initiate pro-
ceedings against individuals working with foreign companies provided either that they are 
related directly to Greek public officials (bribery of a public official by a foreign company) 
or indirectly  through third parties or intermediaries acting in Greece  who have facilitated 
bribes to foreign or domestic public officials.

What is the penal framework for an individual or a company violating the domestic 
bribery rules?

The basic penalty for individuals in cases of a misdemeanour act is imprisonment for at 
least one year1 and a fine of 5.000-50.000€. When the act is contrary to the duties of the of-
ficial bribery becomes a felony and is punishable with incarceration of up to 10 years2 and 
a fine of 15.000-150.000€. In cases of bribery acts resulting to financial loss of the Greek 
State exceeding 150.000 €, Law 1608/1950 is applicable, whereby sentences of incarcera-
tion of up to 20 years (with a minimum sentence of 10 years) are provided for. If aggravated 
circumstances apply, within the scope of Law 1608/50 (e.g. particularly large amount of 
financial loss or acts committed over a long period of time), a maximum of a life sentence 
may be imposed. 

Bribery in the private sector is a misdemeanour, punishable with imprisonment of at least 
1 year. 

Said penalties are cited at their nominal value and do not include benefits from rules on 
the conversion of prison terms to fines, rules of suspension of penalties, early conditional 
release, application of mitigating circumstances.

Can bribery cases be resolved without a trial? (provisions for settlement 
agreements, prosecutorial discretion and other such means)

Settlement agreements and similar means of resolving criminal cases are not generally pro-
vided for under Greek Law. Prosecutorial discretion is also not a practice when prosecuting 

1. Misdemeanour acts are punishable with imprisonment up to 5 years.

2.  Felony acts are punishable with incarceration ranging from a minimum of 5 years to a maximum of 10 years.
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crimes. There are specific provisions for settlement or plea agreements for property related 
crimes, mainly misappropriation of property, but not for the acts of bribery. Corruption 
cases are referred to trial, if substantial evidence is available, following prosecution, filing of 
charges, conducting of investigation and indictment. Tax-related offences linked to bribery 
cases may be resolved through settlement agreements (in the form of financial settlement 
with the Competent Authority).  

Does Greek law provide for civil enforcement of foreign bribery laws?
Greece has ratified the Civil Law Convention on Corruption in 2001 by Law 2957/2001. Pro-
visions therein are part of Greek Civil Law, mainly acknowledging rights to compensation, 
to seek annulment of agreements that were the result of bribery act(s) as well as specific 
provisions for the protection of civil servants against disciplinary punishment for reporting 
corruption practices to higher officials.
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